ACADEMIC FOCUS: ELEMENTARY

A Goshen Community Schools

5th GradeLearner
displays ...

By 5th grade in all elementary schools, each student will:
• demonstrate strong, varied skills in reading, writing, mathematics, social studies andscience
• develop the ability to solve open-ended problems by thinking critically and creatively
• master the tasks promoting student inquiry into topics and
choose how to demonstrate what is learned
• show the ability to work individually and with groups to
support conclusions
• understand how work skills and technology skills relate to
school academics skills
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• display self-regulation, motivation, work ethic,cultural
awareness, and good attendance
• show personal growth in and appreciation for visual arts,
music, and physical education
• explore the concept of career pathways, post high school
possibilities, and the use of technology in the workplace
• show acceptable progress on annual statewidetests
• understand the opportunities available to select appropriate educational pathways

Chamberlain Elementary

Expeditionary Learning
428 N 5th St

(574) 534-2691

Chamberlain’s Vision:

At Chamberlain we embrace being an inquiry-based
elementary school in Goshen Community Schools. We
believe that the development of character and selfdiscovery live on equal footing with mastery of skills
and knowledge, and the ability and desire to do high
quality work. Students can do more than they thought
possible when these three dimensions are attended to.
We reference our Chamberlain Habits of Scholarship:
courage, integrity, grit, compassion and craftsmanship
as our compass points to guide our learning in all three
areas. These traits will lay the foundation for how we
approach learning, ourselves, and others, both within
school walls and beyond.

Learning at Chamberlain.
Learning is active. Students are
scientists, urban planners, historians,
and activists. They investigate real
community problems andcollaborate
with peers to develop creative,
actionable solutions.
Learning is challenging. Students at
all levels are pushed and supported
to do more than they think they can.
Excellence is expected in the quality of
their work and thinking.
Learning is meaningful. Students
apply their skills and knowledge to
real-world issues and makepositive
change in their communities. They see
the relevance of their learning and
are motivated by understanding that
learning has purpose.
Learning is public. Through formal
structures of presentation,
exhibition, critique, and data
analysis, students and teachers
build a shared vision of
pathways to achievement.
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Learning is collaborative. School
leaders, teachers, students,
and families share rigorous
expectations for quality work,
achievement, and behavior. Trust,
respect, responsibility, and joy in
learning permeate the school
culture.

Academics and High Quality Work
Expeditionary Learning (EL) will take
place in all grade levels at Chamberlain
Elementary. Learning expeditions
make content standards come alive for
students. These long-term, in-depth
studies offer real-world connections
that inspire students toward higher
levels of academicachievement.
Learning expeditions involve students
in original research, critical thinking,
and problem solving, and they build
character along with academic skills.
All learning expeditions explicitly focus
on building literacy skills in students,
particularly in the reading and writing
of nonfiction text. Where possible,
we link to local issues and content to
extend learning opportunities beyond
our walls, involving the community and
providing deeper access to meaningful learning
experiences. Learning expeditions take multiple,
powerful elements of the EL model and join them
together: guiding questions, kickoff experiences,
case studies, projects, lessons, fieldwork, experts,
service learning, and a culminating event featuring
high-quality student work.
Culture and Character Growth for Every Student
Expeditionary Learning brings the community
together, promotes shared understandings, and
encourages all community members to become an
active “Crew”, not just passengers. Students in EL
schools are known well and supported by adults.
The structure of Crew allows for relationship
building, academic progress monitoring, and
character development.

At Chamberlain our day is book-ended with
classroom Crew meetings. Schoolwide Crew
meetings happen multiple times during the
year to celebrate key aspects of our learning
journey together. It is our goal and hope that
our students are models for our 5 Habits of
Scholarship in future school settings and in life:
Courage, Craftsmanship, Compassion, Integrity,
and Grit. We teach students how to think more
deeply, reflect on their learning process and
the quality of their work, rather than teaching
them what to think. These skills, along with
our explicitly-taught Habits of Scholarship, lay
the foundation for lifelong skills that will help
students be successful as they transition from
our building to middle and high school and
beyond.
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Frequently asked questions
Regarding our Learning Pathways
Q:Will the individual learning pathways be
transferable from elementary to middle school
to high school?
A: Each learning pathway is built on an inquirybased learning model which will allow for
student transitions from one level of education
to the next, regardless the pathway they have
taken. The five pathways at the elementary
level will transfer to the two pathways at the
middle school. Goshen High School pathways
will likely follow the pathway selections at the
middle school level, but those are intended to be
transferable by nature of the learning methods
used.
Q: Will families need to attend the school in
their neighborhood or will they have the option
to pick other elementary schools with other
learning pathway curriculums?
A: Goshen Community Schools has historically
allowed “transfer” options from neighborhood
schools to other schools in the district. This
option will remain in place.
Q: How do parents decide whichlearning
pathways are best for their children?
A: Parents should research the dynamics of each
pathway and determine which may best fit their
child, or consider the learning outcomes desired
for their children. Since all pathways are inquirybased and transferable from one educational
level to the next, no pathway will be of less value
than another.
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Q: Will GCS address transportation needs if
families select an elementary school beyond
their neighborhood school?
A: For now, no. Unfortunately, GCS will not be
able to consider all the specific transportation
needs for all families. With new pathways still in
the beginning stages, it will take some time to
assess the level of transportation needs based
on family school selection. Once the district
has a better sense of transportation needs,
consideration will be given to how they can best
address this issue.
Q:What does a “school within aschool” mean
for Goshen Middle School?
A: The New Tech and Middle Years Program of
International Baccalaureate will be separate
“schools within a school,” breaking down the
overall size of GMS into two smaller learning
communities. This will result in stronger
relationships between teachers and students.
Each school will have its own principal, assistant
principal, school counselors, and teachers,
although there will be some teachers who teach
in both schools.
Q: Can students leave one school and learning
pathway option to attend another while still in
elementary school?
A: Yes. All pathways are inquiry based in terms of
learning and utilize the same curriculum maps,
allowing for students to successfully transfer
from one school to another.

